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What is Radon and where
does it come from?

Radon is an odorless, colorless,
tasteless, radioactive gas that is
found in homes. It comes from
the natural breakdown of ura-
nium in soil, rock and water and
moves up through the ground
and into the air that we breathe
in the home through the natural
pressure differences between the
soil and the home. In essence, a
home traps radon inside. Radon

can also enter the home through well wa-
ter.

What does Radon do?

Radon is a Class A carcinogen, which
means that it is known to cause cancer in
humans.

Is there Radon in all homes?

Yes. All homes have some Radon. Re-
gardless whether the home is old, new,
large, small, built on a basement, over a
crawl space, or on a slab foundation — all
homes have Radon. In some homes Ra-
don levels can be elevated to levels that
significantly increase the incidence of lung
cancer. The only way to know if your
home has elevated levels is to test it.
What is a “normal” radon level?

As with all carcinogens, the lower the ex-
posure, the better. The average outdoor
radon level is are 0.4 picoCuries per liter
(pCi/l). Indoor levels vary, but the aver-
age indoor Radon level in the U.S. is 1.3
pCi/l. The EPA and lllinois Department of
Nuclear Safety say that levels under or
above.2.0 pCi/l are ideal and levels be-
tween 2.1 and 3.9 pCi/l are acceptable.

The EPA and IDNS recommend that action
be taken to lower Radon levels at 4.0 pCi/I

What kinds of homes have Radon?
All homes have some Radon and all
homes have the potential for high radon
levels.

New, old, small, large, built on a base-
ment, on a crawlspace, on a slab, large,
small, it really doesn’t matter. If you live
in lllinois, you should be concerned about
radon in your home and have it tested.

What towns have Radon?

All towns have the potential for high Ra-
don levels. If you hear “This town doesn't
have Radon”, you can be sure its’ wrong!

What can | do if my home has a high
Radon level?

All homes can be fixed. A licensed Radon
mitigation professional will be able to ad-
vise you on the best course of action for
your home.

What does it cost to remediate
high levels of Radon?

A typical remediation system costs
anywhere between $1,000 and
$1,500 and takes less than one day
to install.

"Do you know
lung cancer Kills
more women
than any other
cancer?”

"Yes, can you
believe it?
According to the
Surgeon General

{ radon is thesecond
" leading cause of lung
cancer.”

Radon Fast Facts:

< In lllinois, all radon measurement
and mitigation personnel must be
licensed. The lllinois Emergency
Management Agency’s (IEMA) Divi-
sion of Nuclear Safety (DNS) pro-
gram oversees all radon licensees.
< In lllinois, a seller must disclose
any knowledge of radon levels in a
home.

» Approximately 37% of northern
lllinois homes have high radon lev-
els.

"Radon is a form of radiation
that builds up in homes.

It comes naturally

from the soil.
But it's no
problemo! All
you have to do is
test your home.”
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